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It was Russia therefore that took the affair of the assassination
and the assassins under her protection and weeks before the war
broke out she had promised her assistance to that bloodstained
state.
It was Russia alone that gave a critical turn to the event,
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but during his negotiations with the Czar, Russia was engaged in

army along the German frontier. This necesan open and decisive inquiry that led to the war, but war
followed only because Russia wanted it so, because she wanted to
rouse the Moscovites against the Germans and Western Slavs, and
to lead Asia into the field against Europe.
France too might have remained at peace, as the decision rested
solely with her.
The security of Germany demanded that she
should inquire what France would do in the impending war the
answer of France unmistakably betrayed her intention of taking
part.
As a matter of fact it was not Germany but France that
mobilizing a gigantic
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Before the war England was closely allied to France. From the
very beginning she has clearly shown that she by no means wanted
From the very beginning she has ento keep absolutely neutral.
deavored to protect France against Germany. The German invasion of Belgium undoubtedly served England as a welcome pretext
openly to declare her hostility. In fact neutrality had been violated
by Belgium in favor of the French before the German invasion.
It has been officially stated, for instance, that not only before but
also after the outbreak of the war French officers were in Liege
for the purpose of instructing Belgian troops in the defence of
England's complaint of the violation of international
fortifications.
law is the grossest hypocrisy and the vilest Pharisaism. Just as
English politics have without scruple always disregarded all legal
standards as soon as England's interest was touched, so during
the last few weeks has the same method been sufficiently manifest
in the unlawful capture of the Turkish warships, and still more
in the instigation of the Japanese to undertake the detestable raid
upon German territory in China which can only end in strengthening the power of that Mongolian nation at the expense of Europe
and America.
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serving a righteous cause, and in

the struggle for self-preservation as well as for the sacred ideals of
humanity, that she is indeed defending the progress of true civilization.

This consciousness gives her inflexible strength and the

absolute certainty that she will repulse every attack of her enemies.
In this conviction our people do not stand in need of any encour-

agement from abroad, but
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